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AARON DIERMAJER 
Petition 

Dr E. Constable presented the following petition bearing the signatures of four persons - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Aaron Diermajer and his family. 

Aaron is an 18 year old teenager with disabilities resulting from a reaction, when he was 6 months old, 
to the Whooping Cough immunisation.  Aaron lives at home with his parents, sister (20 years) and two 
brothers (13 and 11 years) in Duncraig. 

Aaron has a severe intellectual disability and requires constant care.  He has autistic tendencies, is non-
verbal, incontinent day and night, has epilepsy (he requires medication 3 times a day), grabs any food 
he sees and will wander into unsafe situations if not watched constantly.  Aaron is locked in his room at 
night for his own safety.  He frequently wakes in the night and disturbs other family members. 

Aaron can be very vocal at times and claps repetitively.  He has partial complex seizures and becomes 
very agitated, destroying objects and mutilating himself.  He is very active and requires care 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. 

Caring for Aaron has a huge impact on the whole family unit.  It is constant, impacts greatly on their 
social lives and results in isolation from friends.  With carers coming into the Diermajers’ home to 
assist with Aaron, the other children, over time, have come to resent having their privacy invaded.  The 
ongoing lack of sleep and constant caring has an emotional and physical impact on every family 
member. 

As a family they live within Aaron’s boundaries.  They can not make spontaneous decisions and, 
although they love him dearly, Aaron’s parents are getting older and are finding it increasingly difficult 
to cope with caring for him while, at the same time, meeting the needs of their other children. 

Now that Aaron has left school life has become more difficult.  Funding for support for Aaron to 
engage in activities during the day is available for three days a week, for which the family are very 
appreciative.  This means, however, that Aaron has four days without support and his family has to 
cover the short fall.  They have sought “out of home respite” from six agencies, but these respite 
support services for adults with disabilities who have high support needs are despairingly low.  An 
occasional week-end respite is very hard to get.  The stress and pressure of caring for Aaron without 
sufficient help and support is immeasurable. 

Aaron’s parents have now found it necessary to apply for accommodation funding.  They have lodged 
two applications, both times being rejected.  In order to maintain the stability and survival of the family 
unit they must continue to apply for accommodation funding for Aaron. 

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to:  

The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 
disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need. 

The provision of the respite services needed by the estimated 950 people with disabilities and their 
families in Western Australia currently unable to access the respite they need. 

The provision of the “Post School Option” services needed by the estimated 800 people with 
disabilities in Western Australia currently unable to access the support they need to engage in 
activities during the day.   

[See petition No 66.] 
 


